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Center Vandalized! 
 

The Las Cruces Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (GLBTQ) Community 
Center at 1210 N. Main St. had a storefront window shattered by a large auto part 
sometime in the overnight hours of March 16

th
. The center was closed at the time of the 

vandalism but was open as usual the same day. Center officials estimate damages at 
$700. Las Cruces Police are investigating. 

“It’s unfortunate these things happen, but we’re not alone. Centers in Orlando, Long Island 
and Salt Lake City have had similar incidents in the last few years,” stated David Stocum, 
Executive Director of New Mexico GLBTQ Centers. “The Las Cruces Center never closed 
and continued to serve the GLBTQ community uninterrupted,” continued Stocum. “The 
service we provide the community is too important to let something like this slow us down,” 
said Stocum. ”We’re here to stay,” he concluded. 

The center provided services during 2,993 client visits in 2011. New Mexico GLBTQ 
Centers mission is to reduce homophobia and enrich the lives of individuals living in New 
Mexico who identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer through education, 
advocacy, support, example, and collaboration. 

 

 

  

David Stocum 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EQNM’S JACOB CANDELARIA LAUNCHES STATE SENATE RUN IN ALBUQUERQUE 
Candelaria’s grassroots campaign will prioritize local job creation, improved education, and 
infrastructure needs for Albuquerque’s westside   

  
Jacob Candelaria has formally announced his candidacy for New Mexico State Senate District 26 to 
represent Albuquerque’s Westside. "I am in this race because the needs of our community are significant 
and we need leaders in Santa Fe committed to the challenges facing working families on the Westside.” 
says Candelaria. “In short, it’s time for leadership we can depend on.” 
  
Candelaria goes on to observe, "As state senator, I will make local job creation priority number one, I will 
take bold action to tackle our state's education crisis, and I will bring in critical infrastructure dollars to 
improve the quality of life on Albuquerque’s Westside.” 
  
Candelaria say he will be a state senator on the side of working families and will put their interests first.  
“I will work to eliminate unfair tax breaks for big, out-of-state corporations and use that money to support 
small businesses and provide tax relief for hard working families.” 
 
A native of Albuquerque and a graduate of St Pius X High School on the Westside, Candelaria went on to 
earn a Bachelor's degree in public policy from Princeton University. He is a former analyst for the New 
Mexico Legislative Finance Committee and was the lead analyst to Speaker of the NM House of 
Representatives, Ben Lujan. He is the director of Equality New Mexico and son of small-business owners 
on Albuquerque’s Westside. 
 

Gaining Endorsements 
 
When he filed his candidacy with the Secretary of State, Jacob was facing three 
candidates, all Democrats, including incumbent, Bernadette Sanchez. No friend of 
the LGBT community, Sanchez had voted against domestic partnerships during 
the Richardson administration. However, two days after filing her candidacy for the 
seat, Sanchez decided not to run.  

 
Then several days later, veteran politico Steve Gallegos also dropped out of the 
race, throwing his support to Candelaria. Steve Gallegos said, “Jacob is committed 
to bettering the lives of our families –for the Westside and our state. He 
understands policy and it’s affect on our kids, seniors and small businesses.” 
Cont’d on page 3 
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JACOB CANDELARIA LAUNCHES STATE SENATE RUN Cont’d from page 2 

“It’s an honor to have the endorsement and support of Steve Gallegos,” says Candelaria, “I 
have known Steve for many years and respect his years of service to our city, county and 
state.”  
 
Gallegos, 59, who has also been a lobbyist and a consultant, said he began feeling “kind of 
hypocritical” about running against Candelaria, 25. Gallegos said he has long supported 
youth development programs and encouraged young people to run for office. Candelaria, 
whom he has known since childhood, is intelligent and honest, he said. “I just thought: ‘Out 
with the old; in with the new’,” Gallegos said. 
 
Besides the Gallegos endorsement, veteran Democrat 
liberal State Senator Cisco McSorley has endorsed 
Candelaria. On the younger side, Rep. Moe Maestas has 
also weighed in with an endorsement. 
 
Gallegos’ departure leaves two Democrats in the contest: 
Candelaria and Carlos Villanueva. No Republicans filed. 
According to New Mexico politics watcher, Joe Monahan, 
“This one is shaping up nicely for Candelaria, head of the 
gay advocacy group Equality NM. The 25 year old would 
not be the first openly gay state senator. That would be 
Liz Stefanics who served one term in the Senate from a 
northern NM district before becoming chair of the Santa 
Fe County Commission. Still it's a pretty big deal. District 
26 is not a citadel of liberalism. It is heavily Hispanic and 
working class.” 

 
Monahan goes on to observe if Candelaria, who has not made his sexuality an issue, takes the nomination, it 
would mark a new era in Bernalillo County politics. “Polling shows large majorities of younger Americans 
support gay marriage which is not the case among older Americans. We are undergoing a generational shift 
on a number of cultural issues and Candelaria--if he is successful--would represent the face of that future in 
our state's politics.” 
 
Senate District 26 is on Albuquerque's Westside and includes the neighborhoods Sunrise Homeowners, 
Westland North, Tierra Oeste, Las Lomitas, Laurelwood, Los Volcanes, Pat Hurley, West Mesa, West Bluff, 
Ladera West, Riverview Heights, Vista Magnifica, Parkway, and Crestview Bluff. 

 

from abqjournal.com 

CHAVEZ VERSUS SANCHEZ FOR STATE SENATE 
by Deborah Baker  
 
[Ed. Note: Elections matter. David Chavez is the man who introduced the anti-gay marriage 
amendment each year he has been in office. Due to push back from a campaign conducted by Equality 
New Mexico, he said he would not introduce his amendment this year. But a week later on the last day 
of the legislative session he introduced it anyway, knowing it had no chance to pass. If he wins this 
Senate race, it will not be a good thing for our community. Elections matter.] Cont’d on page 4 
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CHAVEZ VERSUS SANCHEZ Cont’d from page 3 

Republican Rep. David Chavez’s decision to run against Democratic Sen. Michael 
Sanchez sets up a potentially ferocious fight, with GOP Gov. Susana Martinez cheering 
at ringside. Sanchez, the Senate majority leader, is one of the most powerful people in 
the Legislature – and a nemesis of the first-term Republican governor.The Senate’s 
Democratic majority has been a major stumbling block for the governor’s top priorities, 
including ending driver’s licenses for illegal immigrants and holding back third-graders 
who can’t read proficiently.  

A spokeswoman for Martinez would say only that 
she is “pleased” Chavez is challenging the senator 
from Belen. But the GOP says the race 
immediately became a top priority – “something 
that we’re going to be targeting and spending time 
and resources on,” according to state party 
spokeswoman Annaliese Wiederspahn. 

Tuesday was filing day for legislative candidates, and neither 
Sanchez nor Chavez drew any opposition in their respective 
June 5 primaries. Chavez announced recently that he had 
decided not to seek re-election to the House seat he had won 
just two years earlier. He said he wanted to devote more time to 
his law practice. Just over a week later, he did an about-face and 
said he would challenge Sanchez, also a lawyer, whom he had 
challenged unsuccessfully in 2000. It didn’t take long for political 
shots to be fired. 

“I’m never surprised at anything Mr. Chavez does,” Sanchez told the Journal. 
“He’ll say one thing and do something else.” Chavez’s change of mind gave 
Democrats an opening to accuse him of a “halfhearted commitment” to the 
Senate District 29 seat. State Democratic Chairman Javier Gonzales said 
Chavez is “basically, at best, a candidate who is wishy-washy and really just 
running to be the ‘yes’ man for the governor from Valencia County.” 

In a preview of another likely theme in the campaign, each party accuses the 
other’s candidate of being out of touch with Valencia County voters. 
Wiederspahn said Sanchez “consistently sides with the most radical elements of 
his party.” Gonzales said much the same thing about Chavez, dubbing him “a 
Rick Santorum of the Southwest.” 

While legislative rules don’t give the Senate majority leader the broad powers 
enjoyed by the House speaker, his election by the majority caucus allows him to 
control the floor agenda – meaning he can effectively kill legislation by  

preventing it from coming up for a vote. Martinez singled Sanchez out for criticism when the so-called 
social promotion ban – which was sponsored by a Democrat, Rep. Mary Helen Garcia of Las Cruces, 
and already had passed the House – wasn’t brought up for a vote in the Senate as the 2011 session 
was ending. Sanchez and other Democrats have complained that Martinez isn’t willing to negotiate. 
Cont’d on page 5 
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CHAVEZ VERSUS SANCHEZ Cont’d from page 4 

Sanchez was elected majority leader by Senate Democrats in 2004,succeeding Sen. 
Manny Aragon, D-Albuquerque, who had left the Senate to become president of New 
Mexico Highlands University. “Every race is a tough race,” Sanchez replied when 
asked about a rematch with Chavez. “I don’t take anything for granted, and never have 
and never will,” the senator said. “If the governor is going to participate in this race, it is 
what it is.” 

Valencia County is a “swing” area that either party can capture. Its two current state 
House members – Chavez is one – are Republicans. They defeated Democrats in 
2010, and Martinez won the county in the gubernatorial race. 

Sanchez has held the Senate seat since 1993. His predecessor, Tony Williams, is a 
Republican who held it for eight years before that. “Neither party can take those seats 
for granted anymore, House or Senate,” said Albuquerque pollster and political analyst 
Brian Sanderoff. Senate District 29 “became a little more Democratic in redistricting,” 
Sanderoff said. “However, the county over the last decade has become a little more 
Republican.” 

Before the recent redistricting, Sanchez’s district had a Democratic performance – a 
measure derived from the voting in most statewide elections over the past decade – of 
51.1 percent, according to Sanderoff’s calculations. The newly redrawn district has a 
Democratic performance of 53.1 percent. It became more Democratic partly because 
the district now reaches up into Bernalillo County to take in Isleta Pueblo. 

Senate District 29 covers most of Valencia County; two other Senate districts also dip into the 
county. 

Sanchez ran unopposed in the general election in 2008; he defeated Republican opponents in 
1992, 1996, 2000 and 2004. Williams, Sanchez’s predecessor, who didn’t run for re-election in 
1992, said he expects Chavez to run “an aggressive campaign.” Sanchez’s long tenure gives an 
opponent plenty of fodder, he said. “You cast an awful lot of votes during that time period that one 
could question in the context of a campaign,” Williams said. 

And Chavez is well-known, Williams said. His father, the late Tibo Chavez, was a Democrat who 
served in the state Senate from Valencia County and as lieutenant governor. 

PETITION CAMPAIGN STOPS SCHOOL BOARD AND LGBT AGING ROUNDTABLE 

LAUNCHED   

Dear Friends,  

Equality New Mexico has been busy during the month of March: Cont’d on page 6 
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SCHOOL BOARD AND AGING ROUNDTABLE Cont’d from page 5 

Alamogordo School Board Reconsiders 

During the week of March 12th, Equality New Mexico received word that the 
Alamogordo Public Schools Board of Education would potentially consider a 
proposal to ban all extra-curricular student clubs and activities in an attempt to 
prevent the creation of a gay straight alliance.  

As we all know, GSAs go a long way to creating a safe, welcoming, and affirming 
school environment for all students and have been shown to greatly reduce 
incidences of violence, discrimination, and harassment directed at students on 
account of their sexual orientation or gender identity.  

After hearing the news from our partners at the American Civil Liberties Union of 
New Mexico, we reached out the community with a simple request: join us in telling 
the Alamogordo school board that all students deserve to learn and grow in a safe, 
welcoming environment.  

After putting our petition in the field, we generated over 400 signatures in just over 12 hours! Shortly after 
receiving the 400

th
 signature, we received word from the Alamogordo superintendent that the board of 

education would not address the extra-curricular activities ban and that the school district supports the 
creation of a GSA. 

Equality New Mexico would like to thank all those who supported our work to protect the health, wellbeing, 
and development of Alamogordo’s students—especially our partner organizations that helped get the word 
out in record speed.  

We will continue to monitor the situation in Alamogordo, and work to ensure that a GSA is approved as soon 
as possible. 

New Roundtable Launched 

Momentum.  That's what comes to mind after a recent roundtable discussion on LGBT aging issues with 
Kathy Greenlee--the US Department of Health and Human Services Assistant Secretary on Aging. We had a 
room full of community members and service providers, and it's clear to me that there is a lot of great work 
going on in New Mexico on issues that impact LGBT seniors—the NMLGBTQ Centers and PFlag playing a 
key role in this—and a lot of work left to do.  

As a way of continuing the discussion, providing seniors as well as their caregivers and 
service providers with ongoing updates on issues that impact LGBT seniors, and 
disseminating info on senior services and programming, EQNM has launched Equality New 
Mexico's LGBT Aging Roundtable.  

Those who sign up for the roundtable will get regular updates from us on LGBT aging issues. 
This will also be a good way for us to support the direct service work that some of your 
organizations are undertaking by getting the word out to folks that have demonstrated an 
interest in these issues. You can sign up as a roundtable member by going to: 
http://ontheroadtoequality.wordpress.com/2012/03/19/equality-new-mexico-annonces-launch-
of-lgbt-aging-roundtable/  

And, moving forward, please let us know if there is any information/events/etc that you would 
like sent out to the membership. 

As always 

Jacob Candelaria 
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N’MPOWER HAS A BUSY APRIL 

N'Mpower is making an AIDS Quilt which we will debut at the 2012 
AIDS Walk on April 28th at Highland High School. In order to do this, 
we need to collect materials to put the quilt together. If you have any 
fabric, t-shirts, fabric paint, or any other materials you would like to be 
used in the AIDS Quilt, please drop them off at our office, 4100 Silver 
SE, between 3-11pm M-F. Or you can call/text (505) 610-9358 to set up 
a time to drop off your materials.  

We are working to make this a community quilt and encourage you to 
help us by contributing and/or using your design skills to help build this 
quilt. Keep in mind, this quilt represents us all whether we are or know 
of someone who is living, dying, or have fought the battle. We are telling 
our story about our friends and family. If you want, you can include 
pictures, stories, or personal items. There is no set theme. It will be as 
diverse as we are.  

Thanks so much your contributions!  

On Saturday, April 7th, N'MPower and the Transgender Resource 
Center of New Mexico are holding a joint yard sale. The money raised 
by N'MPower will go towards buying tickets for the Gathering of Nations 
Powwow on April 27th. Any donations from community members would 
be greatly appreciated. The yard sale will run from 8am-12noon in the 
parking lot shared by N'MPower and the TGRCNM at 4100 Silver Ave 
SE. Cont’d on page 8 

 

NAT’L CENTER SEEKS STORIES REGARDING LGBT AND GUARDIANSHIPS 
 
In an effort to assess the current state of guardianship laws and their impact on the aging LGBT 
population, the National Center for Lesbian Rights’ Elder Law Project is seeking anecdotal stories 
from LGBT elders facing discrimination in guardianship and capacity proceedings.  
 

We are seeking stories that may include:  
1) Inappropriate appointment of an estranged biological family member instead of the elder’s 
partner;  
2) Inappropriate findings of lack of capacity stemming from unnecessary government 
intrusiveness;  
3) Guardians who disrespected LGBT families;  
4) Guardians who disrespected an individual’s gender expression or identity; and  
5) Examples of the lack of a process afforded individuals facing these proceedings.  

 
We are particularly interested in stories that demonstrate the role of intersecting identities (class, 
gender, race, rural location, disability, religion, etc). We intend to use these stories to highlight the 
functional challenges of the law for LGBT elders. 
 
If you have a story you are willing and able to share, please e-mail privately Courtney Allensworth, 
NCLR intern, at courtney.allensworth@wmitchell.edu. If you have questions about this project, please 
contact Courtney or me, Kim Dayton, professor of law and director, Center for Elder Justice and 

Policy at William Mitchell College of Law, kim.dayton@WMITCHELL.EDU.  

Thank you for your important participation 
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N’MPOWER Cont’d from page 7 
On Sunday, April 15th, the Transgender Resource Center of New Mexico is having their grand 
opening starting at 2:00pm. They have just moved into the suite adjacent to us and we are very 
excited to having them as our neighbors! The event will take place at our building on 4100 Silver Ave 
SE.  
 
On Saturday, April 28th, Highland High School is hosting the New Mexico HIV/AIDS Walk which is 
being put on by Albuquerque Pride. The event starts at 11:00am and will raise money for Alianza of 
New Mexico, First Nations Community Healthsource, N'MPower, and the Navajo AIDS Network. 

 

Greetings Everyone, 
 
I wanted to share with you some exciting new developments to support LGBT 
Families in New Mexico.  
 
First, our next coalition meeting will be on Thursday April 5th at the ACLU-NM 
Office located at 1410 Coal Ave SW from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  
 
Vangie Chavez, Rising Sun Ministries and myself will be providing a 
roundtable discussion in Las Cruces on Sunday April 15th at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Las Cruces starting at 10:30 a.m.  

I am also pleased to inform you that I will be presenting on April 27th at the New Mexico Public Health 
Association and University of New Mexico National Health Disparities 2012 Joint Conference on Reducing 
Health Disparities for LGBT Individuals and Families.  
 
I am also working closely with community members in Espanola to raise awareness about LGBT Families in 
their area. We are working to host a film screening in relation to the National Day of Silence [April 20

th
]. I will 

keep you informed about this event once the details have been finalized. 
 

I look forward to seeing you in the near future. I appreciate all your commitment to 
continuing to raise the awareness and visibility about LGBT Families in New Mexico.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 505.503.5183. 
 
In Solidarity, 

Jordon Johnson 
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FETLIFERS OFFERS FIRST 2012 PERV CLASS 
 

New Mexico FetLifers is excited to present 2012's first PERV class. PERV stands for 
"Providing Education with Respect and Vision." The first hour of this 2-hour class will 
explore safety, etiquette, and an introduction to kink scene issues. In the second hour we 
explore a topic with a guest speaker. Stan, of Alternative Erotic Lifestyles, will be teaching 
our first PERV this year.  

Daddy Stan is a frequent workshop presenter at various events around the country and 
has been an active member of the New Mexico Leather community for many years. 
Previous workshops were presented at NM Black Leather Weekends, Colorado Leather 
Fests, AEL PowerMunch, Spring Pan (Albuquerque, NM), Behind Closed Doors (Tucson, 
AZ), New Mexico Leather League Newbie Day, New Mexico TNG, Dreams to Reality 
(Omaha, NE), AEL Kink Skills. 

Join us Saturday, April 28th, 3-5pm at the PEP Office, 149 Jackson NE. After the class, 
join us for a play party at Nancy Ava Miller's home. Total cost for PERV + Party: 
$8/person. 
 
For more info on New Mexico FetLifers, please visit www.fetlife.com or 
www.newmexicofetlifers.com, or message seramiles@gmail.com. 

 

SPRING PANDEMONIUM HAS LOTS TO OFFER 

The New Mexico Leather League will be holding its 
2012 Spring Pandemonium on Friday, April 13

th
, to 

Sunday, April 15
th
, at the Ramada Albuquerque Hotel 

and Conference Center. The cost is $21 on Paypal or 
$25 at the door.  
 
This event will be bigger and better than ever! Incredible dungeon parties, awesome opportunities to 
learn, exciting new experiences! Anyone interested in boot blacking? How about needles, piercing, 
cutting? Spiritual paths and BDsM? Make it a get-away weekend and book a room at the hotel. 
Mention Spring Pan to receive your hotel discount.  
 
Saturday we will offer in depth intensives and classes as well as vendors. The intensives will have 
limited enrollment and may have supply fees. Register early to assure best selection of learning 
opportunities. Scheduled vendors: Gearwerks, Leather Passions, MK Creations, Moonlight Creations, 
Mr Zia, Tease by Travis, Tony Davis, Unseen Gallery, Xcentricities. 
 
This year's dungeon will feature a little's space, lube wrestling and the comfy chair along with our 
favorite dungeon pieces courtesy of Moonlight Creations.  
 
Come explore ways to deepen your practice of kink, BDSM, and power exchange, to bring greater 
connection, growth, and power to your play and to your life.  
 
Friday: 
 

7-9pm Meet and Greet 
7-8pm NM:TNG Presents: BDsM 101 and Dungeon Etiquette 
8-9pm The Exploratorium 
9-1am Dungeon Party with Seperate Men's Space  Cont’d on page 10 
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SPRING PANDEMONIUM HAS LOTS TO OFFER Cont’d from page 9 

Saturday: 
 

9-6pm Vendors! 
10-5pm Classes and Intensives: 
 
*Bootblacking Intensive: 101, Sex and Boots, Leather 
Restoration with Jayson DaBoi, IMsBB 2010, Sir Evan and 
special guests. 
*Sharp Things Intensive with Spiderlily and S_T 
*Spiritual Paths and BDSM: Gaining Inner Peace, Cathartic Play, 
Healing Through Role Play, Animal Spirits 
*The Dynamics of a Daddy/boy Relationship: a discussion panel 
with Master Chuck, Daddy Ruben, Daddy Mauro, Boy Dave 
Rhodes, boy vince, boy leon. 
 
7-10pm SHOW 

The Leather Daddys Present: Under Cover of Darkness 
A tribute to leather bars of the past and present at Sidewinders admission $10 at the door 
only. 

9-1am Dungeon Party with Seperate Men's Space 

Sunday: 
 

Flesh Dance! Take your play deeper. An ecstatic experience involving piercing of the flesh and 
movement to deepen our connections to ourselves, our lives, our higher spiritual awareness, 
and each other. Participants may choose to be pierced or not, and all present will help in the 
creation of the experience.  

Daddy/boy Relationships 

An esteemed panel of Leather Daddies and Leather boys will discuss the particulars of 
Daddy/boy relationships and the roles of Daddies and boys play in the leather community: 

 Daddy Ruben has been active in the Leather community for the past 15 yrs. as an 
organizer and leader.  

 Dave Rhodes is the publisher and editor of The Leather Journal which was 
founded in 1987, president of the Pantheon of Leather Community Service Awards 
which he founded in 1991 and is founder of the Mr. and Ms Olympus Leather 
Contest which takes place during the Pantheon of Leather. 6. 

 Chuck Higgins has been active in the leather community for nearly 25 years, 
having been a contestant two times at IML and a couple of years later, on the IML 
judging panel and a founding board member of the Leather Archives and Museum.  

 Vince Andrews is the co-founder of first Wichita Leather Pride 2002 and of 
W.O.O.L.F. 2002.  

 boy Leon was lucky to have the opportunity to help present at workshops all over 
the US, as well as Ireland. Cont’d of page 11 
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SPRING PANDEMONIUM HAS LOTS TO OFFER Cont’d from page 10 

Vendors! Vendors! Vendors! 

Here are the vendors scheduled to appear at Spring Pan this year! 
 
Artistic Massage - the man with magic fingers who will soothe and 
relax your body.  
 
GearWerks - the popular gay leather, S&M, and sex-gear shop in the 
city's Nob Hill neighborhood - it's right around the corner from the 
popular Albuquerque Social Club gay bar. For many years it was 
located a couple of miles east of here at Sidewinders gay nightclub. 
For leather chaps, jock straps, harnesses, tank tops, cock rings, 
harness extensions, and the like, this is one of your only sources in 
New Mexico. On Facebook as Gearwerks.  

Leather Passions - Leather Passions is your place for the toys and accessories that help make our 
lifestyle special. Here you will find clothing for fetish wear, toys and equipment for BDSM play at the best 
prices on the web! We are no corporate conglomerate - Leather Passions is a labor of love, not a profit 
center. We enjoy this lifestyle and take pride in being able to create quality toys at a fair price. We take 
pride in our craftsmanship and being able to offer real value to our friends and customers. 
http://leatherpassions.com  
 
LoveToys4us - The leader in adult toys, fun and LOVE. Over 40,000 adult sex toys, BDSM, vibrators, 
leather, costumes, fantasy, lotions, clothes and shoes for men and women. We focus on putting the fun 
and love into any relationship with toys and fantasy and of course, FUN! LoveToys4us.com  
 
MK - Malkcontent and His beautiful girls are vending their wares of Knives, knives, thumpy items and 
beautiful items for your home and dungeon. Make the item as a pervertable or use them as intended..... 
we won't tell!  
http:////www.facebook.com/pages/Mk-Company/247290675290247  

Moonlight Creations - At Moonlight Creations, we create floggers, paddles, leather wear and 
unique alternative furniture. http://moonlightcreationsleather.com  
 
Mr. Zia - Handmade Functional and Decorative Wood Turnings from reclaimed and salvaged 
timber. I have lately focused my efforts on writing instruments. Crafting a wood pen is a very 
satisfying task. I have just discovered the fun of using acrylics for my pens and pencils. The 
colors are so vibrant. 
http://www.etsy.com/shop/ziaturner  
 
Tease by Travis - original, handcrafted BDSM gear from leather such as cuffs, harnesses, 
bondage mittens. Want something custom made or repaired contact catheathercd on Fetlife.  
 
Tony Davis - Unique metal pieces, jewelry, chastity devices for both men and women 

featured at Self Serve. http://picasaweb.google.com/dianetdavis  

Unseen Gallery - Buttons, magnets, and kinky, kinky art all designed and created by Darla.  
http://www.unseengallery.com/  
 
Xcentricities - Handmade, American made finest quality corsets built to last. Other wares for both men 

and women. http://www.corset.net 
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OUTSPOKEN QUEER POETRY SLAM AND OPEN-MIC FEATURES POET AMANDA RICH 
 
Hosted by Erin Northern, OUTSpoken Queer Poetry Slam and Open-Mic will hold its next event on  
Saturday, April 14

th
, 6:00 p.m. (sign-ups begin at 5:30) at Winning Coffee Co., 111 Harvard SE. 

A $5 donation is suggested. 
 

Featured will be local poet, Amanda Rich. Born and raised 
in Idaho, Rich started writing poetry at age 11, inspired by 
Edgar Allen Poe and William Butler Yeats. Her life and, 
therefore, her poetry took a turn towards the radical 
somewhere in the late 90's when she reached for Marge 
Piercy, June Jordan and Ani DiFranco. Moving to 
Albuquerque, coming out and reading poems into a 
microphone for the first time all happened around the time 
in 2001.  

Amanda recently published her third zine, “Pearls and 
Amaranth,” a collection of poems exploring the 
intersections of race, class, age and gender as they 
pertain to Albuquerque, Manifest Destiny and Cake. There 
is also a poem about bagpipes. Her poetry has been 
featured in New Mexico’s Anti-Nuclear Calendar, and 
“The Garage Dialogues,” an Omnirootz production. Her 
short fiction and haikus have been published in the 
Weekly Alibi. She has performed poetry at Wise Fool 
Santa Fe, the Lobo Theatre and  

the corner of 5th and Copper. For the past three years she has co-coordinated Albuquerque’s 36 Hour 
Poetry Marathon. These days she can be found farming in the South Valley, getting arrested at the county 
clerk and reading Rumi and her new favorite, Naomi Shihab Nye, as well as studying the accordion.  

Following the featured poet, the slam competition hosted by Erin Northern, is open to self-identified lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and queer-questioning poets, will be under the usual slam rules:  

 3 minutes per poem with a ten second grace period  
 no props, music, or costumes allowed  
 Audience judges rate the poems on a scale of 1-10.  
 The top 3 poets will earn a spot to compete in the championship slam at PrideFest this June.  

The open-mic is open to all voices. Sign-ups will begin promptly at 5:30 p.m.  

Come enjoy the work of New Mexico poet Amanda Rich and enjoy meeting other passionate artists and art 
lovers in our community! 

OUTSpoken is a quarterly queer poetry slam and open-mic with the mission of creating a dynamic and safe 
space for queer performance artists to develop and share their creative voices publicly. For more 
information please email: outspokenqueerpoetry@gmail.com or friend us on Facebook. 
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from huffingtonpost.com 

"Even as a young child, I thought, 'Why is being 

gay bad?' "I didn't understand it. So I asked my 

grandma, who is the best Christian I ever knew. 

I'd say, 'What about my friend Denny, he's gay, 

is he going to hell?' She told me, 'I read the 

Bible like I eat fish. I take the meat that serves 

me well but I don't choke on the bone.'"  

–Kristen Chenoweth 
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from hrc.org & towleroad.com 

PREVIOUSLY CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS SHED LIGHT ON NATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION FOR MARRIAGE STRATEGY 
by Kevin Nix 
 
[Ed. Note: For far too long our opponents have talked about the “Gay Agenda,” as if there is some agreed 
upon strategy laid out in a document. What we have long known is that there is an anti-gay agenda. This 

article begins to detail exactly what is in that document.] 

Human Rights Campaign (HRC) got a hold of internal National Organization for Marriage (NOM) 
documents that shed light on the anti-LGBT movement’s overall strategy. These documents were just 
unsealed in Maine. The docs are part of the ongoing investigation by the State of Maine into the 
campaign finance activities of NOM in that state. The National Organization for Marriage fought long and 
hard to keep these documents sealed. Cont’d on page 17 
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Documents Shed Light Cont’d from page 16 

(To read the full document: 20100716 Doc 128b NOM Depo - Exhibit 2 - 
NOM Depo Exhibit 12 Nat'l Strategy for Winning 12-15-09) 

The documents reveal that what pro-equality activists suspected about 
NOM's state-by-state and national strategies were correct all along - that 
the group works to sow racial division, paint liberals (and the President) 
as radicals, and collect evidence for memes that can construct a 
storyline that anti-gay activists and Christians are victims.  

In their own words: 

A few key passages - on dividing gays and Blacks (Exhibit 28, p. 12): 

The strategic goal of this project is to drive a wedge between gays and blacks — two key 
Democratic constituencies. We aim to find, equip, energize and connect African-American 
spokespeople for marriage; to develop a media campaign around their objections to gay marriage 
as a civil right; and to provoke the gay marriage base into responding by denouncing these 
spokesmen and women as bigots. 

The Latino strategy (12/15/09 p. 20): 

The Latino vote in America is a key swing vote, and will be even 
more so in the future because of demographic growth. Will the 
process of assimilation to the dominant Anglo culture lead 
Hispanics to abandon traditional family values? We must 
interrupt this process of assimilation by making support for 
marriage a key badge of Latino identity. 
 
We aim to identify young Latino and Latina leaders, especially 
artists, actors, musicians, athletes, writers and other celebrities 
willing to stand for marriage, regardless of national boundaries. 
…Here’s our insight: The number of “glamorous” people willing 
to buck the powerful forces to speak for marriage may be small 
in any one country. But by searching for these leaders across 
national boundaries we will assemble a community of next 
generation Latino leaders that Hispanics and other next 
generation elites in this country can aspire to be like. (As “ethnic 
rebels” such spokespeople will also have an appeal across 
racial lines, especially to young urbans in America.) 

With the help of Schubert Flint Public Affairs, we will develop Spanish language radio and TV ads, 
as well as pamphlets, YouTube videos, and church handouts and popular songs. Our ultimate goal 
is the make opposition to gay marriage an identity marker, a badge of youth rebellion to 
conforming assimilation to the bad side of “Anglo” culture. Cont’d on page 18 
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Documents Shed Light Cont’d from page 17 

NOM also pushed its victim meme (Behind Enemy Lines p. 24): 

Document the consequences of gay marriage and develop an effective culture of resistance. … 
Fund a low-cost media campaign (primarily billboards) to support the idea the children need 
mothers and fathers and to highlight threats and promise support to any citizens attacked for 
their pro-marriage views; commission polling and other studies to document consequences of 
gay marriage; and gather a rapid-response team of videographers and reporters to collect and 
record stories of those who have been harassed, threatened, or intimidated as a result of their 
support for traditional views on marriage and sexuality across the country and also in Europe and 
abroad. 

Also another passage (8.11.09) discusses a $1 million plan run through the conservative American 
Principles Project: 

Expose Obama as a social radical. Develop side issues to weaken pro-gay marriage political 
leaders and parties and develop an activist hase of socially conservative voters. Raise such 
issues as pornography, protection of children, and the need to oppose all efforts to weaken 
religious liberty at the federal level. 

Said HRC President Joe Solmonese, “Nothing beats hearing from the horse’s mouth exactly how 
callous and extremist this group really is. Such brutal honesty is a game changer, and this time NOM 
can’t spin and twist its way out of creating an imagined rift between LGBT people and African-
Americans or Hispanics.” 

 

from nytimes.com 

A CHICKEN CHAIN’S CORPORATE ETHOS IS QUESTIONED BY GAY 

RIGHTS ADVOCATES 

by Kim Severson 

 

ATLANTA — The Chick-fil-A sandwich — a hand-breaded chicken breast and a 
couple of pickles squished into a steamy, white buttered bun — is a staple of some 
Southern diets and a must-have for people who collect regional food experiences 
the way some people collect baseball cards.  

New Yorkers have sprinted through the airport here to grab one between flights. College students 
returning home stop for one even before they say hello to their parents. But never on Sunday, 
when the chain is closed.  

Nicknamed “Jesus chicken” by jaded secular fans and embraced by Evangelical Christians, Chick-
fil-A is among only a handful of large American companies with conservative religion built into its 
corporate ethos. But recently its ethos has run smack into the gay rights movement. A 
Pennsylvania outlet’s sponsorship of a February marriage seminar by one of that state’s most 
outspoken groups against homosexuality lit up gay blogs around the country. Students at some 
universities have also begun trying to get the chain removed from campuses.  “If you’re eating 
Chick-fil-A, you’re eating anti-gay,” one headline read. The issue spread into Christian media 
circles, too. Cont’d on page 19 
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CHICKEN CHAIN’S CORPORATE ETHOS Cont’d from page 18 

The outcry moved the company’s president, Dan T. Cathy, to post a video on the company’s Facebook fan 
page to “communicate from the heart that we serve and value all people and treat everyone with honor, dignity 
and respect,” said a company spokesman, Don Perry.  

Providing sandwiches and brownies for a local seminar is not an endorsement or a political stance, Mr. Cathy 
says in the video. But he adds that marriage has long been a focus of the chain, which S. Truett Cathy, his 
deeply religious father, began in 1967.  

Fast Food Morality 

The donation has some fans cheering and others forcing themselves to 
balance their food desires against their personal beliefs. “Does loving 
Chick-fil-A make you a bad gay?” said Rachel Anderson of Berkeley, Calif. 
“Oh, golly, human beings have an amazing capacity to justify a lot of 
things.” Ms. Anderson has been with her partner for 15 years. They 
married in California during the brief period when same-sex marriage was 
legal in 2008. They have 7-year-old twins. A visit to her spouse’s family in 
North Carolina always includes a trip to the chicken chain.  

But as she learns more about the company, Ms. Anderson is wavering 
about where to eat when they travel to Charlotte in April. “I’m going to have 
to sit with this a little bit,” she said.  

On the other hand, Rhonda Cline, a dental hygienist in Atlanta and a devout Christian, has only gotten more 
outspoken in her support. She was one of nearly a thousand people who logged onto the Chick-fil-A 
Facebook page to comment on the issue. “I applaud a company that in this climate today will step out on a 
limb the way the Constitution allows them to,” Ms. Cline said in an interview. “This is the United States, so we 
should be able to practice our business the way we like.”  

But religious values are not the main reason Ms. Cline goes to Chick-fil-A. “I’m in a crunch at lunchtime, and 
these people are fast and they are smiling and they act like they are really happy you’re there,” she said.  

Chick-fil-A runs 1,530 restaurants in 39 states, but it still feels like a hometown restaurant to fans in Georgia, 
which has 189 outlets. Sales figures for 2010 will most likely be over $3.5 billion, a spokesman said.  

Evangelical Muscle Flexing 

S. Truett Cathy, the founder, is an 89-year-old, Harley-riding Southern Baptist who opened a small diner near 
the Atlanta airport 1946. He closed the business on Sundays because he was a churchgoer who wanted a 
day to rest and be with his family.  

Because the company remains privately held — his two sons run it — it can easily keep its faith-based 
principles intact. The company’s corporate purpose is, in part, “to glorify God by being a faithful steward of all 
that is entrusted to us.”  

With its near-national reach and its transparent conservative Christian underpinnings, Chick-fil-A is a 
trailblazer of sorts, said Lake Lambert, the author of “Spirituality, Inc.” and dean of the college of liberal arts at 
Mercer University, where he teaches Christianity. “They’re going in a direction we haven’t seen in faith-based 
businesses before, and that is to a much broader marketing of themselves and their products,” he said. “This 
is possibly the next phase of evangelical Christianity’s muscle flexing.” Cont’d on page 20 
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CHICKEN CHAIN’S CORPORATE ETHOS Cont’d from page 19 

The company’s Christian culture and its strict hiring practices, which require potential operators to discuss 
their marital status and civic and church involvement, have attracted controversy before, including a 2002 
lawsuit brought by a Muslim restaurant owner in Houston who said he was fired because he did not pray to 
Jesus with other employees at a training session. The suit was settled.  

Millions for Marriage 

The sandwiches would feed people who attend a February seminar, called “The Art of Marriage: Getting to 
the Heart of God’s Design,” in Harrisburg, Pa., are but a tiny donation. Over the years, the company’s 
operators, its WinShape Foundation and the Cathy family have given millions of dollars to a variety of causes 
and programs, including scholarships that require a pledge to follow Christian values, a string of Christian-
based foster homes and groups working to defeat same-sex marriage initiatives.  

Michael Geer, the president of the Pennsylvania Family Institute and a fan 
of the Chick-fil-A southwest salad with spicy dressing, says the whole 
thing has been blown out of proportion. He simply asked a local, 
independent operator to provide lunch. “I like to support businesses that 
stand up for good in society, and I love their food, so it’s a win-win 
situation,” he said.  

For organizations like Georgia Equality, the state’s largest advocacy group 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender issues, the free sandwiches 
offer an opportunity for organizing. On a petition posted on the Web site 
change.org, it asked the company to stop supporting groups perceived as 
anti-gay, including Focus on the Family, an international nonprofit 
organization that teamed up with Chick-fil-A a few years ago to give away 
CDs of its Bible-based “Adventures in Odyssey” radio show with every 
kid’s meal. It quickly had 25,000 signatures.  

Tempest in a Bun? 

Among some customers who are not religious, the outcry seems like overkill. “I’m not a fan of Jesus at all, 
but I still go to Chick-fil-A maybe once a week,” said Tony Parker, 25, of San Antonio. “Your reason for not 
going to a fast-food place is bad customer service and poor food quality, not religion.”  

But Douglas Quint, a concert bassoonist who operates The Big Gay Ice Cream Truck in New York during the 
summer, said he believed that people should make informed decisions about their food. “It literally leaves a 
bad taste because I know the people who are putting this food in my mouth actively loathe me,” he said. “I’m 
all for freedom of religion, it’s just that I know where I want my money to go and I don’t want my money to 
go.”  

Sarah Beth Thomas, 23, sees both sides of the issue. Ms. Thomas grew up as a Southern Baptist in a small 
town in north Georgia. Her daily high school lunch was a Chick-fil-A chicken biscuit and sweet tea. On 
Mondays, she would bring in her church bulletin and exchange it for a free sandwich.  

Since college, her views have softened but not her dedication to the chain. Now, she says, she is hooked on 
the chicken, not the religion. Still, she said she had empathy for people who struggle to choose between their 
beliefs and a sandwich. “It’s a hard call, a personal call,” she said. “You have to decide which soul you want 
to feed.” 
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from americablog.com 

What's come out in the days since [Prop. 8 

passed] is the extent to which religious 

followers across the nation donated to the 

"Yes on Prop. 8" effort. One of those donors 

was Alan Stock, CEO of the Texas-based 

Cinemark movie chain,* who donated $9,999 

to the Prop. 8 advocates.  Every dollar spent  

by an LGBT customer in a Cinemark theater 

is a dollar that can be used against our 

community. Perhaps it is time to think about 

where we spend our money.  

 

*  In Albuquerque, the Cinemark theaters are:  Century Rio 24,  Century 14 Downtown,      

Movies West and Movies 8.  Giving them money is financing anti-LGBT campaigns. 
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from radaronline.com 

George Clooney on rumors that he is gay: 

"I think it’s funny, but the last thing you’ll ever see me do is 
jump up and down, saying, 'These are lies!' That would be 
unfair and unkind to my good friends in the gay 
community.  I’m not going to let anyone make it seem like 
being gay is a bad thing. My private life is private, and I’m 
very happy in it. Who does it hurt if someone thinks I’m 
gay? I’ll be long dead and there will still be people who say 
I was gay. I don’t give a shit." –George Clooney 

 

from thinkprogress.org 

EXXONMOBIL FAILS TO BLOCK SHAREHOLDERS FROM ADVANCING LGBT 

EMPLOYMENT PROTECTIONS 
by Zack Ford 

ExxonMobil is by far the least LGBT-friendly company in the Fortune 500. This 
past December, the Human Rights Campaign issued the company its first-ever 
negative score on the Corporate Equality Index, which tracks the LGBT 
inclusiveness of 636 major companies. 

Recently, ExxonMobil made another attempt to limit protections for its LGBT 
employees by blocking shareholders from advancing an equal employment 
opportunity policy that would protect sexual orientation and gender identity. The 
company claimed that a “zero-tolerance” policy is already on the books, but the 
Securities and Exchange Commission did not agree, pointing out that it does not 
have the same legal force or consistency across the company as the proposed 
protections: 

“We are unable to concur in your view that ExxonMobil may exclude the proposal under rule 14a-
8(i)(l0). Based on the information you have presented, it appears that ExxonMobil’s policies, 
practices, and procedures do not compare favorably with the guidelines of the proposal 
and that ExxonMobil has not, therefore, substantially implemented the proposal. 
Accordingly, we do not believe that ExxonMobil may omit the proposal from its proxy materials in 
reliance on rule 14a-8(i)(10).” Cont’d on page 23 
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EXXONMOBIL Cont’d from page 22 

This could mean that shareholders might finally have the opportunity to advance a modicum of 
LGBT protections at the company, but the effort by executives to block that proposal is troubling, 
to say the least. Prior to 1999, Mobil actually did prohibit discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and offered health benefits to domestic partners of employees, but Exxon removed 
those policies when the two merged. 

ExxonMobil has over 80,000 employees worldwide who could be impacted by the policy. 
Assuming no further obstructions, the shareholders will vote on the proposal on May 30. 

from dallasvoice.com 

TAKING A STAND 
by Anna Waugh  

LGBT advocates laud gay Judge Tonya Parker’s decision not to perform marriages, but she calls 
resulting media attention ‘an incredible distraction’ 
 
Shortly after making national headlines over her refusal to marry straight couples until marriage equality 
arrives in Texas, openly gay Dallas County District Judge Tonya Parker is focusing on the work in her 
courtroom. Cont’d on page 24 
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Heroine of the Month Cont’d from page 23 

The national attention brought hundreds of emails, creating an “incredible distraction from my duties with 
the court,” Parker said, declining to do a longer interview with Dallas Voice. “I don’t want to distract from 
doing the things I am responsible for.” 

Parker, who is the first openly LGBT person elected judge in Dallas County and is believed to be the first 
openly LGBT African-American elected official in the state’s history, told an audience at a Stonewall 
Democrats of Dallas meeting on Feb. 21 that she doesn’t — and won’t — conduct marriage ceremonies 
until same-sex couples can legally wed in the state. 

Parker said she refers couples to other judges to perform the ceremonies because “it’s kind of 
oxymoronic for me to perform ceremonies that can’t be performed for me” and uses it “as my opportunity 
to give them a lesson about marriage inequality in this state because I feel like I have to tell them why I’m 
turning them away.” 

The Dallas Voice YouTube video of Parker’s comments at the meeting reached more than 27,000 views 
in a week and hundreds of stories — from the Washington Post and the New York Daily News to 
London’s Daily Mail — mentioned Parker’s comments, leading to the massive number of media calls and 
emails to her office. 

Responding to supportive and critical comments, Parker posted a statement on her Facebook page on 
Saturday, Feb. 25, stating that “Nothing would demean the integrity of our courts and judiciary more than 
if I went around believing and, worse, acting as if I am ‘above the law.’ I do not and am not. Simply put, I 
am not required to perform marriage ceremonies. As a civil district judge, I have that privilege. I have not 
exercised, and will not exercise the privilege as long as the state law limits my ability to conduct the 
ceremonies equally.” 

When asked about the Facebook statement, Parker said “I just want people to understand that I’m not 
violating the law and I think that my initial statement, as well as the one I posted on Facebook, I think that 
well explains where I am on those two things.” 

During her remarks at Stonewall Democrats, Parker also said she adds the term 
“partner” to the Supreme Court directions for jurors that outline that they cannot 
discuss cases with their husband or wife, something Harris County 215th District 
Court Judge Steven Kirkland said he also does. 

Kirkland, the only other out district judge in Texas, was a municipal court judge in 
Houston from 2001 until he was elected as a district judge in 2008, with support 
from the Victory Fund. He is also among the four Texas candidates out of the 77 
the group has endorsed this year. 

Kirkland said he’s never heard of any judge, gay or straight, declining to perform 
marriages. He said he’s conducted marriages in the past because many of the 
couples were friends. “I do that as a gift to them,” he said. “It’s something that I 
can give them and I’m happy to do it and I love being a part of that process.” 

While “judges have an obligation to make sure the courtroom procedures and 
proceedings are done in an unbiased manner,” Kirkland said Parker “found a 
really eloquent way to make a point on marriage equality and I applaud her 
eloquence.” Cont’d on page 25 
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Heroine of the Month Cont’d from page 24 

Openly gay Dallas County District Clerk Gary Fitzsimmons, who works closely 
with judges and oversees court records, said he supports the efforts of LGBT 
officials to address LGBT issues affecting part of their constituency. “It is 
important to have people within the institution, within the political subdivision, 
who are willing to say, ‘Hey, this is important. This needs to be done,’ and 
make it an issue,” he said. 

Fitzsimmons was endorsed by the Victory Fund in 2006 and again in 2010, 
and he was the first Dallas County department head to implement a non-
discrimination policy that included sexual orientation after coming into office in 
2007. He added transgender employees to the policy a year later, he said. 
He’s also been an outspoken advocate for Dallas County to add domestic 
partnership benefits. “I’m not making laws and those kinds of things, but I’m 
part of the county establishment,” he said of his influence. 

Calling the authority to perform marriage ceremonies in Texas “inherently 
discriminatory,” Fitzsimmons said Parker has a choice about whether to do so. 
“You can’t fault her for that. It’s pretty gutsy to be out there and do that, so I 
think the community is justifiably proud of her and proud of her gutsiness,” he 
said. “Not everybody would do that, so it speaks to her character and it 
speaks very well of her character.” 

from nytimes.com 

A POET OF UNSWERVING VISION AT THE FOREFRONT 

OF FEMINISM 
by Margalit Fox 
 
Adrienne Rich, a poet of towering reputation and towering rage, 
whose work — distinguished by an unswerving progressive vision 
and a dazzling, empathic ferocity — brought the oppression of 
women and lesbians to the forefront of poetic discourse and kept it 
there for nearly a half-century, died on Tuesday at her home in Santa 
Cruz, Calif. She was 82.  

The cause was complications of rheumatoid arthritis, with which she 
had lived for most of her adult life, her family said.  

Widely read, widely anthologized, widely interviewed and widely 
taught, Ms. Rich was for decades among the most influential writers 
of the feminist movement and one of the best-known American public 
intellectuals. She wrote two dozen volumes of poetry and more than a 
half-dozen of prose; the poetry alone has sold nearly 800,000 copies, 
according to W. W. Norton & Company, her publisher since the mid-
1960s. Cont’d on page 26 
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ADRIENNE RICH Cont’d from page 25 

Early Proponent of Identity Politics 

Triply marginalized — as a woman, a 
lesbian and a Jew — Ms. Rich was 
concerned in her poetry, and in her many 
essays, with identity politics long before the 
term was coined. She accomplished in verse 
what Betty Friedan, author of “The Feminine 
Mystique,” did in prose. In describing the 
stifling minutiae that had defined women’s 
lives for generations, both argued 
persuasively that women’s 
disenfranchisement at the hands of men 
must end.  

For Ms. Rich, the personal, the political and the poetical were indissolubly linked; her body of work can be 
read as a series of urgent dispatches from the front. While some critics called her poetry polemical, she 
remained celebrated for the unflagging intensity of her vision, and for the constant formal reinvention that 
kept her verse — often jagged and colloquial, sometimes purposefully shocking, always controlled in 
tone, diction and pacing — sounding like that of few other poets. All this helped ensure Ms. Rich’s 
continued relevance long after she burst genteelly onto the scene as a Radcliffe senior in the early 1950s.  

Her constellation of honors includes a MacArthur Foundation “genius” grant in 1994 and a National Book 
Award for poetry in 1974 for “Diving Into the Wreck.” That volume, published in 1973, is considered her 
masterwork.  

In the title poem, Ms. Rich uses the metaphor of a dive into dark, unfathomable waters to plumb the 
depths of women’s experience:  

I am here, the mermaid whose dark hair 
streams black, the merman in his armored body 
We circle silently about the wreck 
we dive into the hold. ... 
We are, I am, you are 
by cowardice or courage 
the one who find our way 
back to the scene 
carrying a knife, a camera 
a book of myths 
in which 
our names do not appear. 

Ms. Rich was far too seasoned a campaigner to think that verse alone could change entrenched social 
institutions. “Poetry is not a healing lotion, an emotional massage, a kind of linguistic aromatherapy,” she 
said in an acceptance speech to the National Book Foundation in 2006, on receiving its medal for 
distinguished contribution to American letters. “Neither is it a blueprint, nor an instruction manual, nor a 
billboard.”  

But at the same time, as she made resoundingly clear in interviews, in public lectures and in her work, 
Ms. Rich saw poetry as a keen-edged beacon by which women’s lives — and women’s consciousness — 
could be illuminated. Cont’d on page 27 
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ADRIENNE RICH Cont’d from page 26 

Defying the Expected 

She was never supposed to have turned out as she did. 

Adrienne Cecile Rich was born in Baltimore on May 16, 1929. Her father, Arnold Rice Rich, a doctor 
and assimilated Jew, was an authority on tuberculosis who taught at Johns Hopkins University. Her 
mother, Helen Gravely Jones Rich, a Christian, was a pianist and composer who, cleaving to social 
norms of the day, forsook her career to marry and have children. Adrienne was baptized and confirmed 
in the Episcopal Church.  

Theirs was a bookish household, and Adrienne, as she said afterward, was groomed by her father to 
be a literary prodigy. He encouraged her to write poetry when she was still a child, and she steeped 
herself in the poets in his library — all men, she later ruefully observed. But those men gave her the 
formalist grounding that let her make her mark when she was still very young.  

When Ms. Rich was in her last year at Radcliffe (she received a bachelor’s degree in English there in 
1951), W. H. Auden chose her first collection, “A Change of World,” for publication in the Yale Younger 
Poets series, a signal honor. Released in 1951, the book, with its sober mien, dutiful meter and 
scrupulous rhymes, was praised by reviewers for its impeccable command of form.  

She had learned the lessons of her father’s library well, or so it seemed. For even in this volume Ms. 
Rich had begun, with subtle subversion, to push against a time-honored thematic constraint — the 
proscription on making poetry out of the soul-numbing dailiness of women’s lives.  

A poem in the collection, “Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers,” depicting a woman at her needlework and reprinted 
here in full, is concerned with precisely this:  

Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen, 
Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 
They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 
Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool 
Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 
The massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band 
Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand. 
When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 
Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 
The tigers in the panel that she made 
Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid. 

Once mastered, poetry’s formalist rigors gave Ms. Rich something to rebel against, and by her third 
collection, “Snapshots of a Daughter-in-Law,” published by Harper & Row, she had pretty well exploded 
them. That volume appeared in 1963, a watershed moment in women’s letters: “The Feminine 
Mystique” was also published that year.  

In the collection’s title poem, Ms. Rich chronicles the pulverizing onus of traditional married life. It 

opens this way: Cont’d on page 28 
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ADRIENNE RICH Cont’d from page 27 

You, once a belle in Shreveport, 
with henna-colored hair, skin like a peachbud, 
still have your dresses copied from that time. ... 
Your mind now, mouldering like wedding-cake, 
heavy with useless experience, rich 
with suspicion, rumor, fantasy, 
crumbling to pieces under the knife-edge 
of mere fact. 

Though the book horrified some critics, it sealed Ms. Rich’s national reputation.  

She knew the strain of domestic duty firsthand. In 1953 Ms. Rich had married a Harvard economist, Alfred 
Haskell Conrad, and by the time she was 30 she was the mother of three small boys. When Professor 
Conrad took a job at the City College of New York, the family moved to New York City, where Ms. Rich 
became active in the civil rights and antiwar movements.  

By 1970, partly because she had begun, inwardly, to acknowledge her erotic love of women, Ms. Rich and 
her husband had grown estranged. That autumn, he died of a gunshot wound to the head; the death was 
ruled a suicide. To the end of her life, Ms. Rich rarely spoke of it.  

Defiance 

Ms. Rich effectively came out as a lesbian in 1976, with the publication of “Twenty-One Love Poems,” whose 
subject matter — sexual love between women — was still considered disarming and dangerous. In the years 
that followed her poetry and prose ranged over her increasing self-identification as a Jewish woman, the 
Holocaust and the struggles of black women.  

Ms. Rich’s other volumes of poetry include “The Dream of a Common Language” (1978), “A Wild Patience 
Has Taken Me This Far” (1981), “The Fact of a Doorframe” (1984), “An Atlas of the Difficult World” (1991) 
and, most recently, “Tonight No Poetry Will Serve,” published last year.  

Her prose includes the essay collections “On Lies, Secrets, and Silence” (1979); “Blood, Bread, and Poetry” 
(1986); an influential essay, “Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence,” published as a slender 
volume in 1981; and the nonfiction book “Of Woman Born” (1976), which examines the institution of 
motherhood as a socio-historic construct.  

For Ms. Rich, the getting of literary awards was itself a political act to be reckoned with. On sharing the 
National Book Award for poetry in 1974 (the other recipient that year was Allen Ginsberg), she declined to 
accept it on her own behalf. Instead, she appeared onstage with two of that year’s finalists, the poets Audre 
Lorde and Alice Walker; the three of them accepted the award on behalf of all women.  

In 1997, in a widely reported act, Ms. Rich declined the National Medal of Arts, the United States 
government’s highest award bestowed upon artists. In a letter to Jane Alexander, then chairwoman of the 
National Endowment for the Arts, which administers the award, she expressed her dismay, amid the 
“increasingly brutal impact of racial and economic injustice,” that the government had chosen to honor “a few 
token artists while the people at large are so dishonored.” Art, Ms. Rich added, “means nothing if it simply 
decorates the dinner table of power which holds it hostage.” Cont’d on page 29 
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ADRIENNE RICH Cont’d from page 28 

Ms. Rich’s other laurels — and these she did accept — 
include the Bollingen Prize for Poetry, the Academy of 
American Poets Fellowship and the Ruth Lilly Poetry 
Prize.  

She taught widely, including at Columbia, Brandeis, 
Rutgers, Cornell and Stanford Universities.  

Ms. Rich’s survivors include her partner of more than 
30 years, the writer Michelle Cliff; three sons, David, 
Pablo and Jacob, from her marriage to Professor 
Conrad; a sister, Cynthia Rich; and two grandchildren.  

For all her verbal prowess, for all her prolific output, 
Ms. Rich retained a dexterous command of the plain, 
pithy utterance. In a 1984 speech she summed up her 
reason for writing — and, by loud unspoken implication, 
her reason for being — in just seven words.  

What she and her sisters-in-arms were fighting to achieve, she said, was simply this: “the creation of 
a society without domination.”  
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Michelle Cliff 

Sean Sutton, left, greets his boyfriend of 2 years, U.S. Navy sailor Jonathan 
Jewell, E5, with a kiss after Jewell returned from a seven month deployment 

aboard the USS Stennis on Friday, March 2, 2012 in Bremerton, Wash. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WAR AGAINST HIV/AIDS 
by James Holloway 

[Ed. Note: James Holloway is a digital artist whose work can be found online at 
http://www.saatchionline.com/Cult_Digital] 
 
The ravages of this war continues. Now it's all packaged as a sexy party filled with drugs and seductive new 
forms of risky behavior glorified as "HOT SEX". This party is no longer fun and so many will not slide by and 
avoid the personal consequences of this toxic viral infection combined with the personal hell of addiction. This 
particular image is really a commentary of what is happening in the "Developed World," where frankly we are 
losing a new generation to the war that they did not witness during the early years of devastation that began 
taking people out in the 80's by the thousands and now today by the millions. The message, obviously, has 
failed to get through. 

 
 

 

Page 30 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fierce Pride - A statewide organization run by and for LGBTQ folks to advocate for our 
health. New members are welcome. We design campaigns to reach people at Pride 
events and have fun doing it! Contact: Rebecca4health@gmail.com Monthly meetings in 
Albuquerque. 

 
LGBTQ Al-Anon Meeting-Albuquerque: Every Saturday morning at 10:30am at the 

Desert Club, 4305 Mesa Grande SE (Betw. Zuni and Central, one block West of 
Washington) For info, call (505) 262-2177 or www.nmal-anon.org. 

 
N’MPower-Albuquerque: Every night M-F at 7:30pm at 107 Jefferson NE. For info, call 

(505) 232-2990. For a monthly calendar, email abqmpower@yahoo.com. 
 
Native GLBT Support Group: Every 2

nd
 and 4th Wednesday of the month from 7-9pm at 

First Nations Community HealthSource Conference Room, 5608 Zuni Rd., Albuquerque. 
For info, call (505) 262-6554. 

 
PFLAG-Albuquerque: 3

rd
 Tuesday of the month at 7pm at First Congregational UCC. 

2801 Lomas NE. www.pflagabq.org. 

PFLAG-Farmington: 3
rd

 Sunday at 1 pm at the Unitarian Church, 219 N. Orchard.  

PFLAG-Taos: Usually the 1
st
 Sunday of every month at 1335 Gusdorf Rd, Suite R, Taos 

at 5pm. For info, call (575) 779 7264. www.pflagtaos.org. 

Santa Fe HRA and Pride: 1
st
 Sunday of the month at 11am. For more info, call (505) 692-

9061. www.santafehra.org 
 
Transgender Resource Center of New Mexico-Albuquerque/Gallup/Las Cruces: For 

info, www.tgrcnm.org or contact Adrien Lawyer at (505) 440-3402. 

Albuquerque: 
Rainbow Friends Support Group – 3

rd
 Monday, 7-9 PM. Open to all transgender, 

transsexual, or gender nonconforming people and their SOFFAs. At Young 
Women United, 120 Morningside NE, ABQ 

Trans Youth Support Group – Every Sunday, 5-7pm. An 18 and Under TG Youth 
Group (with possible exceptions being made on a case by case basis). At Young 
Women United, 120 Morningside NE, ABQ. For info, contact Seth at 
seth@tgrcm.org. 

ABQ FTM Group – 3
rd

 Friday, 6:30 pm. Details are posted on the yahoo group: 
ABQ FTM Yahoo Group. 

Transgender New Mexico Support Group – Every Friday, 7:30pm. For info, 
contact Shannon at Shannon@transgendernm.org. 

 
Gallup: 
GLBT Support Group of Gallup – For info, contact Jeremy at (505) 713-2828. 
 
Las Cruces: 

Southern New Mexico Trans Support Group – Every 4th Friday, 6:00PM. At the 
Las Cruces GLBTQ Center at 1210 N. Main St., Las Cruces.  

 
 

 

Regular Meetings around the State  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support 
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New Mexico 

Community Voice is a 

monthly newsletter 

whose editor takes no 

responsibility for the  

accuracy of the 

information that appears 

herein.  

If you wish to submit an 

article, want to be listed 

in the Regular Meetings 

around the State, have 

an upcoming event,  have 

a comment, or want to 

subscribe, please send 

your submission to: 

newslettereditor@ 

nmcommunityvoice.info.  

In order to appear in the 

following month’s 

newsletter, all articles 

and lisitings must  be 

submitted no later than 

the 15
th
 of the previous 

month. All submissions 

must include a contact 

person and phone 

number and/or email 

address for verification 

purposes. Please include 

date, time, location and 

contact information for all 

upcoming events and 

activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
UNM Queer-Straight Alliance-Albuquerque: Every Wednesday from 7-9pm in the Acoma 

Room of the UNM Student Union Building during the school year. For info, call (505) 277-
6739 M-F from 12-4pm. 

 
Albuquerque Center for Peace and Justice: Please check calendar at 

www.abqpeaceandjustice.org 

U21 (under 21 only group)–Albuquerque: Every Friday night at 7 PM at Metropolitan 
Community Church of Albuquerque, 1103 Texas NE (1 block north of Lomas Blvd & 4 
blocks west of Wyoming Blvd.). If you know a GLBTQ person under 21, tell them to sign up 
for U/21 emails. Have them contact us at poetoishi@yahoo.com. 

Las Cruces GLBTQ Center: The Center is located at 1210 Main St. and offers various 

programs. Schedule can change, so call to verify time and day: (575) 635-4902. The 

Center will be CLOSED December 24
th
 -26

th
 for the holidays! www.gaynewmexico.org 

SCA Sexual Compulsives Anonymous – Every Monday, 7-8pm 

Pride on Main Al-Anon – Every Tuesday, 5:30-6:30pm 

AA-Lambda Group – Every Wednesday, 6-7pm 

Las Cruces HIV Support Group – Every Tuesday, 6:30-8pm 

HIV Testing (rapid test) w/NM Dept. of Health – 2nd Monday, 2-5pm 

Rainbow Writers of the Southwest Writing Group, 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Saturdays, 1-2:30pm 

"I Am Who I Am" - Women's Group - 1st and 3rd Wednesday, 6-7pm 

Women’s Group – 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Thursdays, 7-8:30pm 

Men’s Group – 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Saturdays, 3-4pm  

GLBTQ Youth Support Group – 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30pm 

Bisexual Community Circle – 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Thursdays, 7-8:30pm 

Rainbow Writers of the Southwest Writing Group – 2
nd

 & 4
th
 Saturdays, 1-2:30pm 

Family Fun Night - 1st Friday, 7-9pm 

Pride Cinema at The Center – 3
rd

 Friday, 7-9pm 

Family Fun Night – 1
st
 Friday of each month, 7-9pm 

Southern New Mexico Trans Support Group – 1
st
 & 3

rd
 Saturdays, 12-1:30pm 

Stonewall Coffeehouse & Open Mic Night—4th Friday, 7-9pm 

 

Support, cont’d 
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ABQmen on Facebook: A gay men's social group in Albuquerque and Santa 
Fe, largely the guys who wouldn't normally go out to the bars. 60-90 guys 
come out each month for the events. We meet 3rd Thursday of the month 6-
9PM, and 1st Sunday for brunch 11AM-1PM at various locations. Check out 
the ABQmen Facebook page to see what we're all about. Contact info is 
ABQmen@gmail.com. 

  
4 Corners GLAD Happy Hour-Durango, CO: Every Friday at 5:30pm at Lost 

Dog Bar and Saloon, 12
th
 and Main, Durango, CO. For info, call (970) 385-

7202. 
 
New Mexico Leather League (NMLL)-Albuquerque: General Meeting is 

every third Saturday of the month from 2-5 PM at I-Hop, Wyoming and Paseo 
Del Norte. 

 
Prime Timers-Albuquerque: 2

nd
 Sunday of each month at 2 pm at 

Sidewinders Bar, 8900 Central SE. The organization is open to all men, 21 
years and older. For more info, go to 

http://primetimersww.org/primetimersnm/ 

 
U21 (under 21 only group)–Albuquerque: Every Friday night at 7 PM at 

Metropolitan Community Church of Albuquerque, 1103 Texas NE (1 block 
north of Lomas Blvd & 4 blocks west of Wyoming Blvd.). If you know a 
GLBTQ person under 21, tell them to sign up for U/21 emails. Have them 
contact us at poetoishi@yahoo.com. 

NMLL General Meeting-Albuquerque: 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm. Every month on the 

third Saturday. 

Wilde Bunch Square Dance Club-Albuquerque: NM’s only LGBT square 
dance club. Free open house, 7-8 pm, the first Monday of every month. 
Albuquerque Square Dance Center, 4909-15 Hawkins NE. For info, call Jim 
at 232-2140 or visit www.wildebunch.org. 

The Albuquerque Leather Daddys and Albuquerque Boys of Leather 
present: GEAR NIGHT 3rd Saturday of every month. We're looking for folks 
with: Leather/latex pants, vests, shirts, skin gear, uniforms, jackets, boots, 
biker gear, gloves, harnesses, collars, pup gear, cuffs, ...armbands, jocks, 
jeans, man smells, hoods, sports gear, cigars... get the idea? We’re NOT 
looking for: Cologne, deodorant, sweaters, khakis, suits, slacks, dress shirts, 
flip-flops, polo shirts, tennis shoes, loafers.... ahhhh... now you get the idea. 
Just come as you are and we will show you a good time. Cover starts at 9 
pm, we'll be there all evening! 

Social 
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Upcoming Events 

New Mexico Fetlifers 
PERV class. Explores safety, etiquette, intro to the kink scene issues and 
Stan of Alternative Erotic Lifestyles will be teaching our first PERV this 
year! Join us Saturday, April 28th, 3-5pm at the PEP Office, 149 Jackson 
NE. After the class, join us for a play party at Nancy Ava Miller's home. 
Total cost for PERV + Party: $8/person. 

 
New Mexico Leather League  

Spring Pandemonium. Friday, April 13
th
 to Sunday, April 15

th
, 2012 at the 

Ramada Albuquerque Hotel and Conference Center. $21 on paypal: 

nmllevents@gmail.com or $25 at the door  

 

OUTSpoken 

Queer Poetry Slam. Saturday, April 14
th
. Featuring local poet and activist, 

Amanda Rich. Sign-ups for the Open-Mic begin promptly at 5:30 with the 
event starting at 6 pm at Winning Coffee Co., 111 Harvard SE. A donation 
of $5 is suggested. 
 

Associated Students of New Mexico State University and the Sexual and 
Gender Diversity Resource Center at New Mexico State University 

Judy Shepard, Keynote speaker, during the 3
rd

 Annual GLBTQ Awareness 
Week at NMSU. This event will take place at the Las Cruces Convention 
Center on April 17, 2012 from 7 PM to 9 PM with a book signing to follow. 
This event is FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. There will also be a cash 
bar. 
 

N’MPower 
Joint Yard Sale. Money raised by N'MPower will go towards buying tickets 
for the Gathering of Nations Powwow on April 27th. April 7

th
, 8am-12noon 

in the parking lot shared by N'MPower and the TGRCNM at 4100 Silver 
Ave SE. Cont’d on page 35 
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Metropolitan Community Church-Albuquerque: Every Sunday at 10:30am at 
1103 Texas St. NE. For more info, call (505) 268-5252. www.mccabq.com 

St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church-Albuquerque: Eucharist every 
Sunday at 7:30, 9 & 11:15am and 5pm. For more info, call (505) 345-8147. 
www.all-angels.com 

 

Religious 

 

Media 

 
"LISTEN UP”  

KTAO...101.9 FM, Taos. Thursday night at 7:00 PM. Focus on youth. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for  
May Issue: April 15th 

 

Community Voice is Your Voice. Use it well and often. 

Upcoming Events, cont’d 

  

N’MPower, cont’d 
New Mexico HIV/AIDS Walk. Saturday, April 28th, at Highland High 
School. Starts at 11:00am and will raise money for Alianza of New 
Mexico, First Nations Community Healthsource, N'MPower, and the 
Navajo AIDS Network. 

Transgender Resource Center of New Mexico 

Grand Opening of Transgender Resource Center of New Mexico. The 

event will take place at our building on 4100 Silver Ave SE. 2pm. 

All Families Matter (Tentative) 

Dining Out for All Families. June 6, 2012. Watch for future details.  

Gay Men’s Chorus of New Mexico 
Fundriaser. May 19

th
. Watch for future details. 
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